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GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
INSPECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
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SUBJECT: Operatias Security Throughout the Degartment of Defease

On 14 Septozmber the President declared a national emergency by reason of terrorist
etacks and the continuing and immediate threat of furtber attacks on the United States, As
this Department assists wide-ranging efforts 1o defent international terrorism, it clear that
US military and civilian service fives, DOD opecations] capabilites, faciliies and resources,
and the security of information eritical to the national secarity will remain at risk fot an
indefinite periad.

1tis thercfore vital that Defense Depastment employees, a5 well as persons in other
organizations that support DOD, exercise greas caution in discussing information refsted to
DOD work, regardless of their duties. Do not conduct any work-related conversations in
common ateas, public places, while commuting, or over unsecured electranic circuits,
Classificd inforimation may be discussed only in suthorized spaces and with persons baving &
specific need 10 know and the proper secunty clearance. Unclussified information may
iikewie require protestion because it can often be compiied to reveal sensifive conclusions.
Much of the information we use to conduct DOD’s operetions must be withbeld from public
release because of its sensitivity. If in doubt, do not relcase or discuss official infommation
exoept with other DoD personaiel.

All major companents in this Department o include the Office of the Seeretary of
Defeass, the Military Departments, the Joint Staff, the Combatant Commands, the Defease
Ageacies, the DOD Field Activities and all other orgaizationa] entities within the DOD witl
review the Operations Security (OPSEC) Program, described in DOD Directive 5205.2, and
emsurs that their policies, procedures and personne] are in compliance. We must ensure that
we deny our auversaries the information essential for them (o plan, prepare or conduct
further terrarist or related hostile operations against the United States and this Department.
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