RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM (REAP)

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The Research and Engineering Apprenticeship Program (REAP) was established in 1979 with grants received from US Army research offices.  REAP is administered by the Academy of Applied Sciences, and annually sponsors approximately 95-students at 45-colleges and universities in the nation.  REAP invites historically underrepresented high school students interested in science and engineering to participate as apprentices in summer cooperative work-study and research programs, which will enable them to receive hands-on experience in research and development activities.  High school students eligible for apprenticeships will receive pay for their work periods, and work side-by-side with scientists or engineers who will serve as their mentors; providing daily guidance with job activities and offer advice and information on career opportunities in science and engineering.
PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

The ultimate REAP objective is to “. . .ensure the availability and improve the quality of people who are qualified and oriented to perform professional and support work in defense life and physical sciences” through cooperative work-study and research programs.  Participation in REAP “. . . motivates student towards a career in science, mathematics, or technology; expands students’ background and understanding of scientific research; engages students’ active participation into the philosophy and objectives of scientific research; exposes students to science experiences not readily available in high school; introduces students to the real world of research in these fields; and partners students with faculty mentors to support current and future professional growth and development.”
PROGRAM AVAILABILITY

High school students cannot directly apply for REAP.  All students are screened and they must have the recommendation of their high school teachers.  Universities interested in participating in REAP may contact the Executive Director of REAP at the Academy of Applied Science.
POINTS-OF-CONTACT

Irene O’Mara, Executive Director


Academy of Applied Science – REAP


1 Maple Street


Concord, New Hampshire 03301


Phone:  (603) 228-0121


Fax:  (603) 228-0210


US Army Research Laboratory, Army Research Office


LTC David Camps, HBCU/MI and Youth Science Program Manager


E-mail:  david.camps@us.army.mil
US Army Research Laboratory, Army Research Office

Ms. Peggy Lacewell


E-mail:  peggy.lacewell@us.army.mil
