
US ARMY RESEARCH LABORATORY

Application for
Science and Technology Academic Recognition System

(STARS)

The following sections comprise the complete application package for the Army Research Laboratory
Science and Technology Academic Recognition System (STARS). The package includes:

I. Program Overview

II. Eligibility Criteria

III. Mailing Instructions

IV. Fellowship Application Form (transcript required)

V. Research Abstract

VI. Personal Research Goals

VII. Applicant References (Two required. One reference must serve as research
advisor/mentor if applicant is selected)

VIII. Sponsoring Institution Certification

Submission of Parts IV through VIII will constitute a completed application
Incomplete or late applications will be discarded.
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US Army Research Laboratory

Program Overview (Part I)

     The Director, US Army Research Laboratory (ARL), desires to alleviate a projected future shortfall of graduate
(Master’s and Ph.D.) level scientists and engineers by availing himself of a heretofore under utilized cohort of
students at Historically Black Colleges and Universities and other Minority Institutions (HBCU/MIs).  Past efforts
to recruit and retain the best graduating seniors from those universities with a large number of minorities have been
disappointing.  The two most significant factors contributing to the low recruiting rate of this particular group are
competitive research opportunities with industry and the timing of recruiting efforts at graduating institutions.
The proposed STARS model is a combined training and development program, and is designed to reach a 
significant number of students attending HBCU/MIs who are enrolled in science, engineering and  mathematics
(SEM).  For the purposes of this program, SEM includes the following courses of study:  engineering
(electrical, electronic, mechanical, materials, aerospace, ceramic, chemical, psychology, industrial and general),
metallurgy, chemistry, physics, mathematics, statistics, computer science, meteorology, operations research
analysis, and systems analysis.  STARS will target, for career service, top quality students at the completion of the
junior year of study  and provide early exposure of the student to the ARL’s world class research capabilities and
programs.

     STARS provides undergraduate students with summer research appointments at ARL facilities and graduate 
students tuition and expenses up to $30,000 per year for two years of graduate study.

     STARS is intended to reach SEM students who are US citizens, possess a cumulative 3.5 grade point 
average.  Full eligibility criteria are outlined in Part II of this application package.  All post baccalaureate awards 
are contingent upon selectees’ acceptance into an accredited graduate program of a minority institution.

     A panel of senior research scientists and engineers will review the applications and rank them as to their
potential for success in graduate school and research. 

     STARS is intended as a summer employment program for students.   ARL hopes to interest new scientists
and engineers in a government career with a view to alleviating a projected future shortfall in scientists and
engineers.  Following selection for a STARS fellowship (graduates only), awardees will be required to sign a 
training agreement with ARL acknowledging a period of obligated Federal service.  The ARL Director may, for 
good cause, waive, in whole or in part, a selectee’s obligation to repay expenses incurred by the Government in 
connection with training.  Selected undergraduate students will receive a Student Temporary Employment (STEP) 
appointment at a salary equivalent to their academic year at their university.  Upon graduation (B.S. degree), 
selectees with a minimum 3.5 GPA may be enrolled in the STARS fellows program and eligible for tuition and  
expenses to pursue a M.S. or Ph.D. degree.  During the first and second year of graduate study, selectees will  work 
in an ARL laboratory when school is not in session.  Individuals with B.S. degrees may apply directly to the STARS
fellows program, and if selected, receive tuition and expenses up to $30,000 per year for two years.  Continued
funding for STARS is contingent upon the availability of  financial resources.
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US Army Research Laboratory

 Eligibility Criteria (Part II)

     You are eligible to apply for the US Army Research Laboratory Science and Technology Academic Recognition
System (STARS) if you meet the following criteria:  (1)  you are a US citizen; (2) you are enrolled in a fully
accredited higher education institution which is a Historically Black College or University or other Minority Institu-
tion; (3) your enrollee institution has classified you as at least a junior at the end of the current semester; (4) you are 
currently involved in an institution-approved science or engineering research project; (5) your grade point average at 
the time of application is no less than a 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.

     Continued participation in STARS requires that you maintain a 3.5 grade point average during the entire period
of enrollment in the program and that you receive satisfactory performance reviews for all periods when you are
working under the guidance of an ARL mentor (summers, mentor breaks, etc.)   As with all Federal programs, 
continued implementation of STARS is contingent upon future congressional funding.

     All forms must be neatly typewritten (suitable for photocopying) and completed according to instructions.  A
photocopy of your transcript may be included with the application, however ARL reserves the right to request an
official transcript.  Partially or inaccurately executed forms will be discarded.  Information requested in the 
application packet will be used solely to select awardees of the STARS.
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US Army Research Laboratory

    Mailing Instructions (Part III)

Mailing address for application package:

US Army Research Laboratory
2800 Powder Mill Road
Attn:  AMSRD-ARL-D-MO
Adelphi, MD  20783-1197

All applications, regardless of media,  must be received by November 30, 2004
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US Army Research Laboratory

Master Personal Information Form (Part IV)
Must be received by November 30, 2004

Refer to attached instructions in completing this form. Please type, or print clearly.

Enter your name in blocks above, one letter per block. Last name first, leave one space between names.

Name:   Mr.   Ms.  _____________________________________ Social Security Number:  ______-______-_______

Other names (e.g. maiden):  _____________________________ Citizenship: I am a U.S. citizen. ❏ Yes ❏ No

Address:  ____________________________________________ Date of Birth:

  ____________________________________________________ Place of Birth:

   ____________________________________________________ (OPTIONAL) You are a member of which following  

Permanent  ___________________________________________ under-represented minority groups in science and engineering:

Address:  ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ ❏   American Indian

____________________________________________________ ❏   Black

Resident state for tuition purposes: ________________________ ❏   Hispanic

Telephone: ___________________________________________ ❏   Native Alaskan (Eskimo or Aleut)

Alt. Phone:  __________________________________________ ❏   Pacific Islander (Polynesian or Micronesian)

Do you qualify for a handicapped allowance? _______________

Proposed Graduate Institution: ___________________________   (Must be a minority institution)

 Location ____________________________________________   Discipline   ______________________________    Subdiscipline __________________

List in REVERSE chronological order colleges or universities attended starting with current institution.

Current  Academic Advisors name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Institution City State    Dates Attended Degrees Earned Cumulative
or Expected G.P.A.

_________________________  ______________  _______________  _____________________________________  __________________  ___________

_________________________  ______________  _______________  _____________________________________  __________________  _____/_____

_________________________  ______________  _______________  _____________________________________  __________________  _____/_____

Expected Date of Graduation ______________  _______________  _____________________________________  __________________  _____/_____

Page 1 of 2 This form may be reproduced.
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Must be received by November 30, 2004

Enter your name in blocks above, one letter per block. Last name first, leave one space between names

Master Personal Information Form (Part IV)
Please type or print clearly
1. List all scholarships, academic honors, scientific or engineering student leadership roles, honorary societies, awards, and any other recognition relevant to

your field since entering college.  include any scholarship or office of any kind held at the time of submitting application.

2.. Check one:   ❏ I have completed draft registration as required by Federal law.   ❏ I am not required to register.

3. How did you learn about the ARL STARS graduate fellowship program?
❏  Saw announcement on bulletin board
❏  Informed by a faculty member.
❏  Received poster in mail.
❏  Heard about it from a friend.
❏  Learned about it in a grants office.
❏ Other (specify):  _____________________

I certify that the data provided are true and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Signature of Applicant______________________________   Date________________________

THIS APPLICATION IS  NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT YOUR SIGNATURE.

BE SURE TO FILL IN THE BLOCKS AT THE TOP OF EACH SHEET OF THE APPLICATION AND REFERENCE FORMS.

Page 2 of 2 This form may be reproduced.



US Army Research Laboratory

Research Abstract (Part V)
Must be received by November 30, 2004

Refer to attached instructions in completing this form. Please type, or print clearly.

Enter your name in blocks above, one letter per block. Last name first, leave one space between names.

Please type  all information requested on this form.

Provide short (not to exceed space provided) abstract of current science, engineering or mathematics projects in which you are
engaged and any other interests or activities in technology.

BE SURE TO FILL IN THE BLOCKS AT THE TOP OF EACH SHEET OF THE APPLICATION PACKET.

Page 1 of 1 This form may be reproduced.
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US Army Research Laboratory

Personal Research Goals (Part VI)
Must be received by November 30, 2004 

Refer to attached instructions in completing this form. Please type, or print clearly.

Enter your name in blocks above, one letter per block. Last name first, leave one space between names.

Please type  all information requested on this form.

Describe your long-range personal goals for continuing research activities at the graduate level and beyond. Any scientific research
activities, including experience in undergraduate research participation programs and student-originated studies: participation in
relevant volunteer and extracurricular activities: work experience or work-training experience may be included. Use an extra sheet
of paper if needed.

BE SURE TO FILL IN THE BLOCKS AT THE TOP OF EACH SHEET OF THE APPLICATION PACKET

Page 1 of 1 This form may be reproduced.
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US Army Research Laboratory

Application References (Part VII)
Must be received by November 30, 2004

Refer to attached instructions in completing this form. Please type, or print clearly.

Enter your name in blocks above, one letter per block. Last name first, leave one space between names.

Please type or print all information requested on this form.

Name of Respondent  ________________________________
Applicant’s

Title  ______________________________________________ Discipline _________________________________________

Department  _________________________________________ Applicant’s
Sub-Discipline _____________________________________

Institution  __________________________________________

Applicants should complete information above this line.

 ACQUAINTANCE WITH APPLICANT:

1. I have known the applicant for a period of  ________________ years and/or  ________________months.

2. I have known the applicant as ❏  an undergraduate
❏  an employee
❏  in military service
❏  other (specify)   _________________________________

3. I have served as the applicant’s ❏  teacher in several classes
❏  teacher in only one class
❏  department chairman
❏  other (specify)   _________________________________

APPLICANT’S SCIENTIFIC ABILITY: In comparison with a representative group of college seniors in the same field who have approximately the same
amount of experience and training, how do you rate the applicant in GENERAL ALL-AROUND SCIENTIFIC ABILITY?

1 ❏  Truly Exceptional. Equivalent to the very best you have known—a person who, in your experience, appears once every few years.
2 ❏  Outstanding. Comparable to the best student in a current class. Highest 5%.
3 ❏  Unusual. Next highest 5%.
4 ❏  Above Average. Ability easily identifiable, but not upper 10%. Probably upper 15%. Certainly upper 25%.
5 ❏  Average. Probably able to complete work to the Ph.D. degree. Upper 50%.
6 ❏  Below average. Lower 50%

Please complete reverse to facilitate thorough review of the applicant.

IMPORTANT—CONFIDENTIALITY: Before signing this report, you should  A. ❏ My preparation of this Reference Report is conditioned
check one of the two blocks at the right as applicable. If you wish to have your comments on the promise of the Army Research Laboratory
held in confidence so as not to reveal your identity as the author of these comments, you to hold my identity as the author of these
should check block A. If block A is checked, the Army Research Laboratory comments in confidence.
will honor your request to the extent permitted by law. If you fail to check either block
your comments will be treated as confidential, but you are warned that your failure to check B. ❏  My preparation of this Reference Report is not
block A may result in a requirement to provide these comments to the applicant under the conditioned on the promise of the Army Research
Privacy Act of 1974. Laboratory to hold my comments in confidence.

 Signature of Respondent   _________________________________ Date   _________________________________

Page 1 of 2 This form may be reproduced.
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Must be received by November 30, 2004

Enter your name in blocks above, one letter per block. Last name first, leave one space between names

Application References (Part VII)

COMMENTS: In the space below, please describe in some detail the applicant’s abilities and comment on his/her potential as a scientist/engineer, elaborating,
where appropriate on such matters as versatility, ability to make sound technical judgments, major academic strengths and weaknesses, if any, performance by
the applicant as an undergraduate, in independent study or in research-participation programs, and any other characteristics you deem pertinent.

Page 2 of 2 This form may be reproduced.



US Army Research Laboratory

Institution Certification -  Part VIII

This is to certify that  _________________________________________, a STARS applicant, is:
❏  (1)  currently enrolled in a baccalaureate degree in the ___________ (college or department) of this

institution during the  _____________ academic year.
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PTIONAL)
    (2)  an under-represented minority student, i.e., belonging to a particular ethnic or racial group that has been determined to be under-represented duate programs in science, engineering and mathematics (SEM) in the US  For the purposes of this program,

 the graduate programs in science, engineering and mathematics (SEM) in the US.  For the purposes of this program, SEM includes the following 
urses of study:  engineering (electrical, electronic, mechanical, materials, aerospace, ceramic, chemical, psychology, industrial and general),  

etallurgy, chemistry, physics and other physical sciences, mathematics, statistics, computer science, meteorology, and operations research analysis.

  (3)  has a cumulative 3.5 grade point average, on 4.0 scale; and is

  (4)  a US citizen.

ped Name   _________________________________________ Typed Name  _________________________________________

gnature         ________________________________________ Signature         ________________________________________

__________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________

ollege Dean or Department Head Title - Authorized University Official

___________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________

lephone and Fax Nos Telephone and Fax Nos

This form may be reproduced.




