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Rapid Innovation Fund

RIF

Enacted by Congress in section 1073 of the fiscal year (FY) 
2011 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) as the 
Rapid Innovation Program, the “Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2014” provides DoD with the authority 
to fund programs that facilitate the rapid insertion of 
innovative technologies into military systems or programs 
that meet critical national security needs.  

The goals of the RIF reflect DoD’s emphasis on rapid, 
responsive acquisition and the engagement of small, 
innovative businesses in solving defense needs.  These 
include  the technology transition of innovative technology  
into defense acquisition programs, primarily from small 
businesses (including Small Business Innovation Research 
(SBIR) Phase II or Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) 
projects), that resolve operational challenges or other 
critical national security needs.

RIF is a competitive, merit-based program designed to accelerate the fielding of innovative 
technologies into military systems

2015 RIF Key Dates

*No anticipated schedule for 2015 RIF has been released
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