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1.2

1.3

14

1.5

1.6

1.0 General Information
Introduction

This publication constitutes a Broad Agency Announcement as contemplated in Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Part 35.016 and FAR 6.102(d)(2). A formal Request for
Proposals (RFP), solicitation or additional information regarding this announcement will not be
issued.

The Army will not issue paper copies of this announcement. White papers, technical
and cost or price proposals (or any other material) submitted in response to this BAA will not
be returned. All proposals will be treated as sensitive competitive information and their
contents will be disclosed only for the purposes of evaluation.

Federal Agency Name

Office of the Deputy Assistant of the Army for Research and Technology
ATTN: SAAL-ZT Room 2E525

103 Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310

Research Opportunity Title

Army FY 2012 Rapid Innovation Fund (RIF)
Announcement Type

Initial Broad Agency Announcement

Research Opportunity Number

W911NF-12-R-0019

Key Dates

Event Date Time

BAA is Released 16 July 2012

BAA Closes for White Papers 17 Sept 2012 3:00 p.m. ET
Full Proposals Due 30 calendar days after

Invitation

(NOTE: Please refer to
the instructions included
with the Invitation.)

The final due date for white papers to be considered under this BAA is no later than 3:00
p.m. EST on September 17, 2012. It is anticipated that the white paper evaluation process will be
completed within 10 weeks. Any offeror whose white paper technology is assessed as “not of
particular value” to the Army is ineligible to submit a full proposal under this BAA. The
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1.7

anticipated due date for full proposals is 30 calendar days after the invitation is issued. It is
anticipated that final selections will be made within four weeks after full proposal submission. As
soon as the final full proposal evaluation process is completed, organizations selected for funding
will be notified via email by the Army organization that is managing the specific proposal.

Research Opportunity Description

Enacted by Congress in the 2011 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) as the Rapid
Innovation Program (RIP), the NDAA, Section 4201, Public Law 112-84, and the Consolidated
Appropriation Act for FY12 (DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012, TITLE 1V, Research, Development, Test and Evaluation,
Defense-Wide) provides DoD with the authority to fund programs that facilitate the rapid
insertion of innovative technologies into military systems or programs that meet critical
national security needs.

This BAA is primarily for the transition of technologies developed by small businesses,
including those resulting from the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program and
DoD reimbursed Independent Research and Development (IR&D). IR&D does not include
R&D performed under a grant or contract from the Government. IR&D is defined in Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 31.205-18(a).

The goals of the RIF reflect DoD’s emphasis on rapid, responsive acquisition and the
engagement of small, innovative businesses in solving defense needs. The RIF is seeking
projects that address innovative technology that resolve operational challenges or other critical
national security needs, and has a demonstration path into a defense acquisition program,
including, but not limited to capabilities that:

e Accelerate or enhance a military capability;

e Reduce the development, acquisition, sustainment, or lifecycle costs of defense
acquisition programs or fielded systems;

e Reduce technical risk;

e Improve the timeliness and thoroughness of test and evaluation outcomes.

The Army RIF is seeking solutions to Army challenges specified in Section 10 of this BAA.
Each white paper MUST address an Army challenge in Section 10 of this BAA, and submitted
solutions MUST also involve one or more of the Defense research and development Rapid
Innovation Program science and technology thrust areas specified in Section 11 of this BAA.

Technology maturity will be identified to assess technical risks for candidate proposals in
direct support of major defense acquisition programs, programs of record, or the next phase of
research and development. For purposes of this BAA, the Army seeks a Technology Readiness
Level (TRL) of at least 6 for the final product of proposed solution. In circumstances of
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exceptional technical merit, proposals with a lower TRL rating will be considered for award, as
warranted by the Source Selection Authority.

2.0 Eligibility
2.1  Eligible Sources

Except as specified below, all responsible sources capable of satisfying the
Government's needs may submit a white paper under this BAA. Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUSs) and Minority Institutions (MIs) are encouraged to submit white
papers and join others in submitting white papers; however, no portion of this announcement
will be set aside for HBCU and M1 participation. Federally Funded Research & Development
Centers (FFRDCs) and National Laboratories are not eligible to receive awards under this
BAA. However, FFRDCs and National Laboratories may be subcontractors under an award,
so long as such is permitted under their Government sponsoring agreement. Further,
Department of Defense and Civilian Laboratories are not eligible to receive awards under this
BAA. However, such Laboratories may participate in an award, so long as such participation
is authorized by their Laboratory.

2.2  Foreign Participants

Foreign participants and/or individuals may participate to the extent that such
participants comply with any necessary Non-Disclosure Agreements, Security Regulations, and
any other applicable statutes.

2.3 Export-Controlled Technologies

Some Army requirements included in Section 10.0 may cover export-controlled
technologies. Research in these areas is limited to “U.S. persons” as defined in the
International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR), 22 CFR §120.15.

3.0 Agency Points of Contact

3.1  General BUSINESS questions related to this BAA shall be submitted to the email address
listed below and must include a subject line of “BUSINESS QUESTION - ARMY RIF BAA” in
order to ensure an answer is received. This email address is used ONLY for business questions related
to the BAA and white paper submission. There are SEPARATE email addresses included in this BAA
for white paper submission and technical questions. Emails asking technical questions, submitting
white papers, requesting status of white paper receipt and evaluations and requesting status of full
proposal invitations and evaluations will NOT be answered by submission to the address below.

Christopher Justice

US Army Contracting Command — Aberdeen Proving Ground
Research Triangle Park Division

Email: usarmy.rtp.aro.mbx.baa3ga@mail.mil
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3.2  TECHNICAL questions must be addressed to the technical points of contact identified with
each requirement in Section 10.0 in order to ensure an answer is received. Technical questions can be
discussed with the technical points of contact either telephonically or via email (using the email
addresses provided in Section 10.0) —if the question is via email the subject line of the email shall
include the “ARMY RIF BAA” and the Army Requirement number. All email correspondence and
conversations shall be unclassified.

4.0 Award Information
4.1  Funding

The Government reserves the right to fund all, some, or none of the proposals received
under this BAA. The Government provides no funding for direct reimbursement of proposal
development costs. Anticipated funds available for all awards under this BAA are $50 million,
contingent on the availability of funds and upon receipt of acceptable proposals. The
Government may provide additional funds, but there is no commitment by the Government that
the total amount of awards will exceed $50 million.

In addition, the Government reserves the right to request any additional, necessary
documentation once it makes the award instrument determination and to remove offerors from
award consideration should the parties fail to reach agreement on award terms, conditions and
cost/price within a reasonable time, or the offeror fails to timely provide requested additional
information.

4.2 Instrument Type
The type of funding instrument selected by the Government will be either a contract or
an other transaction for prototype projects agreement. If a contract is selected as the funding
instrument, a firm fixed price contract, or a cost type contract in accordance with FAR Part 16,
Contract Types will be used. Other transactional authority will be in accordance with 10 U.S.C
2371 (Section 845), and an other transaction agreement may only be awarded if the use of a

standard contract is not feasible or appropriate. Contract type and funding arrangements are at
the discretion of the Government.

4.3 Award Value
The cost or price of an individual award will not exceed $3 million.
4.4 Period of Performance

The period of performance of an individual award shall not exceed 24 months.

5.0 White Paper Preparation & Submission Instructions
5.1  White Papers
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5.2

5.3

White papers MUST address one of the requirements listed in Section 10.0 of this
announcement AND one or more of the thrust areas identified in section 11.0 of this
announcement. Each white paper MUST focus on ONE requirement per paper, although an
offeror may submit multiple white papers under the same requirement and may submit white
papers under more than one requirement. In these cases, an offeror must submit each
individual white paper separately. Only unclassified white papers will be accepted. If an
offeror does not submit a white paper before the specified closing date and time in Section 1.6,
the offeror will not be eligible to submit a subsequent proposal. The Government’s decision to
invite a full proposal will be based upon the evaluation results of the white paper submission.
Offerors that do not receive invitations from the Government to submit a proposal are not
eligible to submit proposals. There is no limit on the number of white papers an offeror may
submit in response to this BAA.

Format of White Papers

A complete white paper submission will consist of three volumes. The cover sheet is volume
one, the white paper is volume two, and the quad chart is volume three.

5.2.1 Number of Pages: The white paper is limited to three pages. The white paper
cover sheet and quad chart are not included in the page limit. Pages submitted in
excess of the white paper page limit will not be read or evaluated.

5.2.2 Number of Copies & Format: One electronic copy of the coversheet in Excel
Workbook (.xIsx) Format. One electronic copy of the white paper, in Portable
Document Format (PDF). One electronic copy of the quad chart in PowerPoint
Presentation (.pptx) Format.

5.2.3 Text & Font Format: Text shall be at least single-spaced, on 8%z x 11 inch paper,
with a minimum of one-inch margin all around. Pages shall be numbered
consecutively. Font size shall be of minimum 10-point font. Bolding, underlining, and
italics may be used to identify topic demarcations or points of emphasis. Graphic
presentations, including tables, while not subject to the same font size and spacing
requirements, shall have spacing and text that is easily readable.

5.2.4 Headers: The offeror’s name, and Army requirement number (as specified in
Section 10.0 of this BAA) shall be in the header of each page. The header may be
included in the one-inch margins.

5.2.5 Virus Check: Perform a virus check before uploading the white paper. If a virus
is detected, it may cause rejection of the file.

5.2.6 Security: Do not lock or encrypt any files uploaded as part of your white paper
submission.

Content of White Papers
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5.3.1 Volume One — Cover Sheet

The cover sheet must be prepared using the government provided template in Excel
Workbook (.xIsx) Format (Army RIF BAA Volumel Template.xIsx). The template is
located on the website where this BAA is posted. Offerors shall provide the following
information on the cover sheet:

Organization Information: Name, Mailing Address, Technical POC, Phone
Number, E-mail address, and CAGE code
Business POC, Phone Number, and E-mail Address
Requirement Number and Title as specified in Section 10.0 of this BAA.
NOTE: Failure to specify a requirement may result in the white paper not being
considered.
Defense research and development Rapid Innovation Program science and
technology thrust area(s) involved in this submission as specified in Section
11.0 of this BAA.
Duration of Effort
Estimated Cost of Effort
Recommended Funding Instrument: (select one)

o Contract

o Other Transaction
Self Certification of Applicant: (select one)

o Small business

o Large business

o Academic institution

o Other
Does the proposed approach derive from, extend, or logically conclude
efforts from prior DoD-funded SBIR or STTR projects? (select Yes/No)

o If yes, identify the SBIR/STTR topic number and resulting contract

number:

Was DoD-reimbursed IR&D technology a foundation for the proposed
approach? (select Yes/No)
Are you proposing to use foreign participants for work under the proposed
effort? (select Yes/No)
Identify the estimated percentage of effort to be performed by the
offeror and percentage of work by other team members (e.g.
subcontractor/consultant):

o Offeror: %

o Team members: %
Has this approach been proposed to or funded by the DoD or another
Federal Agency (including previous RIF BAAs) (select Yes/No)

o If yes, identify the agency, solicitation, and contract/grant number

5.3.2 Volume Two — White Paper (3-page PDF file)
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The white paper shall be emailed as a PDF attachment. The decision by the Army to
request a proposal will be based upon the white paper submission. Ensure your white
paper adequately describes the proposed approach and resulting contributions. The
white paper shall include the following sections in the order given below, as applicable:

(1) Contribution to the Requirement: Provide a high-level project overview
describing:

e How the technology meets and solves one of the requirements specified in
Section 10.0 of this BAA.

e How and to what degree the technical approach is relevant to an Army
acquisition programs including how the approach enhances the military
capability; accelerates the development of military capability; reduces the
development costs; and/or reduces the sustainment costs of fielding systems.

e How the approach involves one or more of the Defense research and
development Rapid Innovation Program science and technology thrust areas
specified in Section 11.0 of this BAA.

e The current Technology Readiness Level (TRL) of the technology and/or
product and how will it transition to military systems or programs.

(2) Technical Approach: Describe how the proposed technical approach is innovative,
feasible, achievable, and complete and supported by a technical team that has the
expertise and experience to accomplish the proposed tasks, including:

e Project objectives and scope.

e Overview of tasks and methods planned to achieve each objective and the
final product to be delivered.

e Key Personnel (including subcontractors and consultants).

e Facilities/Equipment necessary to carry out the proposed effort.

e Related Prior or Current Work, including SBIR/STTR contracts and IR&D
Projects.

(3) Schedule: Describe how the proposed schedule is achievable for the proposed
technical approach. Transition to military systems or programs is expected within
24 months of award. Discuss:

Major activities/milestones.

Deliverables.

Metrics/measures of success.

Potential risks and risk mitigation plans.

(4) Costs: Describe the estimated costs for the proposed technical approach.
5.3.3 Volume Three — Quad Chart (1-page PowerPoint Presentation (.pptx) Format)
The Quad Chart sheet must be prepared using the government provided template in

PowerPoint Presentation (.pptx) Format (Army RIF BAA Volume 3 Template.pptx.)
The template is located on the website where this BAA is posted. The unclassified
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Quad Chart shall be e-mailed as a PowerPoint Presentation (.pptx) Format attachment.
The Quad Chart should include the following information:
o Heading (Arial 24pt Bold)
o Title of Project
o Company
o Requirement #
e Upper Left Quadrant:
o Picture or graphic illustrating proposed technology development
e Lower Left Quadrant (Arial 12pt Normal):
o Project objectives and scope
o Key deliverables
o Key participants
¢ Upper Right Quadrant (Arial 12pt Normal):
o Technology description
e  Brief description
e Technology readiness level; current and anticipated
o The “So What”
e Challenge Area addressed
e  Specific outcomes
o Where it will be used
e Lower Right Quadrant: (Arial 12pt Normal):
o Estimated costs
o Major activities/milestones
o Deliverables, metrics/measures of success
o Potential risks

Heading: Title, Organization, Requirement Number

Upper Right Quadrant: How the
technology contributes and addresses the

Upper Left Quadrant: Picture or requirement, the technical maturity
graphic illustrating proposed technology (current level and anticipated level at
development. project completion), how the technology

will transition to existing military systems
or programs.

Lower Left Quadrant: Project Lower Right Quadrant: Estimated
objectives and scope, key personnel, costs, major activities/milestones,
facilities/equipment, related to prior or | deliverables, metrics/measures of success,
current work. potential risks.

5.4  Submission of White Papers

White papers shall be emailed to mailto:usarmy.pentagon.hgda-asa-alt. mbx.army-
industry@mail.mil and must include a subject line of “WHITE PAPER — ARMY RIF BAA” in
order for the white paper to be properly received. White papers sent by any other means (e.g.
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5.5

5.6

6.1

submitted to other email addresses, hand-carried, postal service mail, commercial carrier or
fax) will not be considered.

Notification of White Paper Receipt
Offerors will receive an email confirmation that their white paper has been received.
Submission of Late Proposals (Applicable to White Papers and Proposals)

Offerors are responsible for submitting electronic white papers and proposals so as to be
received at the Government site indicated in this BAA (or in the Invitation to submit a
proposal) no later than the date and time specified in the Section 1.6. When sending electronic
files, the offeror shall account for potential delays in file transfer from the originator’s
computer server to the Government website/computer server. Offerors are encouraged to
submit their responses early to avoid potential file transfer delays due to high demand or
problems encountered in the course of the submission.

An Offeror should receive confirmation of delivery at the Government site, not just
successful relay from the Offeror’s system. Acceptable evidence to establish the time of
receipt at the Government site includes documentary and electronic evidence of receipt
maintained by the Government site. All submissions shall be emailed before the cut off
time/date in order to be considered — No exceptions.

If an emergency or unanticipated event interrupts normal Government processes so that
white papers and/or proposals cannot be received at the site designated for receipt by the date
and time specified, then the date and time specified for receipt will be deemed to be extended
to the same time of day specified in the BAA on the first work day on which normal
Government processes resume.

Offerors agree to hold the terms of their white paper valid for 150 calendar days from
the date of submission.

6.0 Proposal Preparation & Submission Instructions
Proposals

The Invitation Letter to submit a proposal will be sent by the Army Contracting Office
that will be handling any subsequent contract award, which is NOT the business office that
issued this BAA. Offerors that receive a request to submit proposals shall provide sufficient
information to persuade the Government the proposed project represents an innovative
approach to accelerating the transition of defense-related technologies. The following is an
illustrative outline for proposal format and content. However, the instructions in the Invitation
Letter may deviate from the proposal format and content described below. Offerors should
follow the instructions provided in the Invitation Letter. Only unclassified proposals will be
accepted.
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6.2

6.3

Format of Proposals

6.2.1 Number of Pages: The technical proposal is limited to 25 pages. Pages
submitted in excess of the page limit will not be read or evaluated. The cover sheet,
cost/price proposal, and Performance Work Statement (PWS) are not included in the
technical proposal page limit. The cost or price proposal does not have a page limit.
There shall be no cost/price information in the technical proposal and no technical
information in the cost/price proposal. Pages submitted in excess of the technical
proposal and/or PWS page limit will not be read or evaluated.

6.2.2 Number of Copies & Format: One electronic copy of the technical proposal, in
Portable Document Format (PDF). The cost or price proposal and PWS shall also be
uploaded in PDF format.

6.2.3 Text & Font Format: Text shall be at least single-spaced, on 8% x 11 inch
paper, with a minimum of one-inch margin all around. Pages shall be numbered
consecutively. Font size shall be of minimum 10-point font. Bolding, underlining, and
italics may be used to identify topic demarcations or points of emphasis. Graphic
presentations, including tables, while not subject to the same font size and spacing
requirements, shall have spacing and text that is easily readable.

6.2.4 Headers: The offeror’s name, requirement number, and proposal number shall be
included in the header of each page of the technical proposal. The header may be
included in the one-inch margins.

6.2.5 Virus Check: Perform a virus check before uploading any files to as part of your
proposal package. If a virus is detected, it may cause rejection of the file.

6.2.6 Security: Do not lock or encrypt any files uploaded as part of your proposal
submission package.

Content of Proposals

A complete proposal submission will consist of four volumes. The cover sheet is

volume one, the technical proposal is volume two, the cost/price proposal is volume three, and
the PWS is volume four.

6.3.1 Volume One — Cover Sheet

6.3.2 Volume Two — Technical Proposal (25-page PDF file upload)

The technical proposal shall be prepared as a PDF attachment. The technical proposal
shall include the following sections in the order given below:

(1) Contribution to the Requirement: Provide a project overview and
description of benefits, as described below:
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1.1 Project Overview: A brief statement describing the specific
technology and/or product being proposed and how the technology and/or
product will work.

1.2 Benefits: Describe how and to what degree the technical approach is
relevant to a requirement identified in this announcement, including how
the approach:

e Enhances the military capability, or

e Accelerates the development of military capability, or

¢ Reduces the development costs, or

e Reduces the sustainment costs of fielding systems.

1.3 Transition Strategy: Describe how the technology and/or product will
transition to the Services, including insertion events into military systems or
programs. Describe evidence to support stated TRL.

(2) Technical Approach: Describe how the proposed technical approach is
innovative, feasible, achievable, complete and supported by a technical team
that has the expertise and experience to accomplish the proposed tasks.

2.1 Objectives and Scope: Describe the specific objectives of what the
project will achieve and any logical boundaries.

2.2 Work Plan: Provide an explicit, detailed description of tasks to be
completed and deliverables.

2.3 Key Personnel: Describe the qualifications of the team and identify
key personnel who will be involved in the effort including information
directly related to education and experience. ldentify any foreign citizens
you expect to be involved as a direct employee, subcontractor, or
consultant. Key personnel resumes shall be provided in an attachment to
the proposal and will not count toward the page limitations.

2.4 Facilities/Equipment: Describe available instrumentation and
physical facilities necessary to carry out the proposed effort.

2.5 Related Work: Describe significant activities and/or previous work
directly related to the proposed effort, including SBIR/STTR contracts and
IR&D projects.

(3) Schedule: Describe how the proposed schedule is achievable for the

proposed technical approach. Transition to military systems or programs is
expected within 24 months of award.
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6.4

3.1 Milestones & Deliverables: Show major activities/milestones and
deliverables anticipated by date, including research and development,
testing, integration, transition, and/or acquisition elements, as applicable.

3.2 Metrics/Measures of Success: Discuss what measurement criteria will
be established to measure progress against stated objectives.

3.3 Risks: Describe anticipated risks and risk mitigation plans.

6.3.3 Volume Three — Cost or Price Proposal (PDF file)

The cost or price proposal shall be prepared as a PDF attachment. The cost/price
proposal shall include a detailed breakdown of all costs by category. If a proposal is
selected for award, the offeror shall be prepared to submit any further documentation to
its Army Contracting Officer to substantiate costs. For more information about cost
proposals and accounting standards, see the DCAA publication called “Information for
Contractors” available at www.dcaa.mil. The following cost areas shall be included, if
applicable:

(1) Direct Labor: Individual labor category or person, with associated labor
hours and unburdened direct labor rates.

(2) Indirect Costs: Fringe Benefits, Overhead, G&A, etc.

(3) Travel: Destination, number of trips, number of days per trip, departure
and arrival destinations, number of people, etc.

(4) Subcontractor and Consultants: All subcontractor costs and consultant
costs must be detailed at the same level as prime contractor costs in regards to
labor, travel, equipment, etc. Provide detailed substantiation of subcontractor
costs in your cost proposal. Provide consultant agreement or other document
that verifies the proposed daily/hourly rate.

(5) Other Direct Costs (ODCs): ODCs shall be itemized with costs or
estimated costs.

6.3.4 Volume Four — Performance Work Statement

A PWS clearly detailing the scope and objectives of the effort; tasks to be completed;
the technical approach; and deliverables. It is anticipated that the proposed PWS will
be incorporated as an attachment to the resultant award instrument. To this end, such
proposals must include a PWS without any proprietary restrictions, which can be
included in the award instrument.

Submission of Proposals

Offerors that receive an invitation to submit a proposal shall email their proposal to the

address included in the invitation. The cover sheet, technical proposal, cost or price proposal,
and PWS shall be submitted electronically via e-mail. Proposals sent by any other means (e.qg.
hand-carried, postal service mail, commercial carrier, or fax ) will not be considered.

Page 16 of 40


http://www.dcaa.mil/

6.5

6.6

6.7

7.1

Offerors are responsible for ensuring compliant and final submission of their proposals.
Any additional submission instructions will be provided in the invitation requesting the
proposal.

Notification of Proposal Receipt
Offerors will receive email confirmation that their proposal has been received.

Validity of Proposals

The offeror agrees to hold prices, terms and conditions of their offer firm for 120
calendar days from the date of submission.

Marking of Proposals for Classified/Proprietary Information

Proposals submitted in response to this BAA are to be unclassified. The proposal
submissions will be protected from unauthorized disclosure during the evaluation process in
accordance with FAR 15.207(b), applicable law, and DoD regulations. Offerors are to
appropriately mark each page of their submission that contains proprietary information. The
proposal shall include a Performance Work Statement, which contains only unclassified
information and does not include any proprietary restrictions.

7.0 Evaluation Information

The evaluation process will be conducted using a technical subject matter expert review
as described in FAR 6.102(d)(2) and 35.016. Each white paper will be evaluated based on the
merit and relevance of the specific white paper as it relates to the RIF program rather than
against other white papers for requirements in the same general area. Each proposal will be
evaluated based on the merit, relevance and cost of the specific proposal as it relates to the RIF
program rather than against other proposals for requirements in the same general area. All
documents necessary for the review and evaluation of white paper and proposal submissions
shall be provided as described in this BAA.

White Paper Evaluations

7.1.1 Evaluation Criteria

White papers will be evaluated using four criteria. The non-price criteria will be evaluated
using the following adjectival ratings: Outstanding (O), Good (G), Acceptable (A), Marginal
(M), or Unacceptable (U). White papers that are deemed “Unacceptable” in either Factor #1 or
Factor # 2 will not be considered for further review.

e Factor #1 — Contribution to the Requirement

The degree to which the technical approach is relevant to an Army requirement as listed
in Section 10.0. Additionally, the degree the technical approach is relevant to one or
more of the Defense research and development Rapid Innovation Program science and
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7.2

technology thrust areas identified in Section 11.0. The degree the technical approach is
relevant to an Army acquisition program or programs including how the approach
enhances the military capability; accelerates the development of military capability;
reduces the development costs; and/or reduces the sustainment costs of fielding
systems.

e Factor #2 — Technical Approach/Qualifications

The degree to which the technical approach is innovative, feasible, achievable,
complete and supported by a technical team that has the expertise and experience to
accomplish the proposed tasks. The probability for transition of this effort into an
acquisition program.

e Factor #3 — Schedule
The degree to which the proposed schedule is achievable within 24 months from award.

e [actor #4 — Cost

The degree to which the proposed cost or price is realistic for the proposed technical
approach and does not exceed $3 Million.

7.1.2 Order of Importance

Factor #1 and Factor #2 are equally important. Factor #3 and Factor #4 are equally important.
Factors #1 and #2 are significantly more important than Factors #3 and #4. The government is
more concerned with obtaining superior technical capabilities than with making awards at a
lower cost to the government.

Proposal Evaluations
7.2.1 Evaluation Criteria

Proposals will be evaluated using four criteria. The non-price criteria will be evaluated using
the following adjectival ratings: Outstanding (O), Good (G), Acceptable (A), Marginal (M), or
Unacceptable (U). Proposals that are deemed “Unacceptable” in either Factor #1 or Factor # 2
will not be considered for further review.

e Factor #1 — Contribution to the Requirement

The degree to which the technical approach is relevant to the Army requirements listed
in Section 10.0. Additionally, the degree the technical approach is relevant to one or
more of the Defense research and development Rapid Innovation Program science and
technology thrust areas identified in Section 11.0. The degree the technical approach is
relevant to an Army acquisition programs including how the approach enhances the
military capability; accelerates the development of military capability; reduces the
development costs; and/or reduces the sustainment costs of fielding systems.

Factor #2 — Technical Approach/Qualifications

Page 18 of 40



7.3

The degree to which the technical approach is innovative, feasible, achievable,
complete and supported by a technical team that has the expertise and experience to
accomplish the proposed tasks. The probability for transition of this effort into an
acquisition program.

Factor #3 — Schedule
The degree to which the proposed schedule is achievable within 24 months from award.
Factor #4 — Cost

Cost realism including the Project’s cost effectiveness and ability to complete the total
project for not more than $3 million.

7.2.2 Order of Importance

Factor #1 and Factor #2 are equally important. Factor #3 and Factor #4 are equally important.
Factors #1 and #2 are significantly more important than Factors #3 and #4. The government is
more concerned with obtaining superior technical capabilities than with making awards at a
lower cost to the government.

Descriptions of Adjectival Ratings

The following adjectival ratings will be used for non-price factors during the evaluation of
proposals.

Outstanding (O) — The proposal meets requirements specified in Section 10.0 of this
BAA, (and uses one or more technology thrust areas specified in Section 11.0 of this
BAA) and indicates an exceptional approach and understanding of the requirements.
Strengths far outweigh any weaknesses. Risk of unsuccessful performance is very low.

Good (G) — The proposal meets requirements specified in Section 10.0 of this BAA,
(and uses one or more technology thrust areas specified in Section 11.0 of this
BAA)and indicates a thorough approach and understanding of the requirements.
Proposal contains strengths which outweigh any weaknesses. Risk of unsuccessful
performance is low.

Acceptable (A) — The proposal meets requirements specified in Section 10.0 of this
BAA, (and uses one or more technology thrust areas specified in Section 11.0 of this
BAA)and indicates an adequate approach and understanding of the requirements.
Strengths and weaknesses are offsetting or will have little or no impact on contract
performance. Risk of unsuccessful performance is no worse than moderate.

Marginal (M) — The proposal does not clearly meet requirements specified in Section
10.0 of this BAA, (and uses one or more technology thrust areas specified in Section
11.0 of this BAA)and has not demonstrated an adequate approach and understanding of
the requirements. The proposal has one or more weaknesses which are not offset by
strengths. Risk of unsuccessful performance is high.
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7.4

7.5

7.6

8.1

8.2

e Unacceptable (U) — The proposal does not meet requirements specified in Section 10.0
and/or does not use at least one technology thrust area specified in Section 11.0 of this
BAA and contains one or more significant weaknesses. Proposal is unawardable.

Selection Preferences

In addition to the evaluation criteria, source selection authorities will use the following
selection preferences:

e Can be transitioned directly to operational use or into a defense acquisition program
within 12 months of project completion.

Selection preference shall be given first to small business proposals then to other th